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Come to 
Northwest 
Texas 



TO WHICH REPRESENTATIONS WE 
CHEERFULLY SUBMIT to the CALM CON¬ 
SIDERATION of ALL to WHOM THESE 
PRESENTS SHALL COME, (BveeUngl 


WHILE the OPPORTUNITY is 
AFFORDED YOU to PROCURE 
CHEAP HOMES a a a a 00 


A Fair representation given of the natural 
resources and future prospects of Dallam 
and adjoining counties situated in North¬ 
west Texas and especially the new aiid thriving 
city of Dalhart, Dallam County, Texas, by W. L. 
Manning and W. J. Blair, composing the firm 
of Manning & Blair, Real Estate, Live Stock and 
Insurance Agents, located in the city of Dalhart, 
who will be found at the St. Elmo Hotel, where 
they have established their office. 



H E firm of Manning & Blair was raised in the State 
of Texas, and have witnessed the gradual settling of 
Western Texas, and having seen from actual obser¬ 
vation, that portion of Texas that once was con¬ 
sidered to be almost worthless and fitted for noth¬ 
ing but to raise cattle on, that is now settled up with 
thrifty farmers and thriving cities, and while this North¬ 
western portion of Texas has been considered as adapted 
and good for nothing else but to raise cattle on, “and 
while history only repeats itself,” we have every rea¬ 
son to believe from past actual experience and obser¬ 
vations, that this Northwestern portion of Texas will 
certainly be like other portions of Texas—soon in the 
near future be settled, and the present opportunities of 
obtaining cheap land in this portiou of Texas will soon be 
gone. 

As to men who desire to obtain homes, who have 
limited means, laud can be purchased here at from §1.40 
to $2.00 per aci’e at the present time from parties who have 
purchased land from the State of Texas, in the following 
manner and on the following terms: Most all alternate 
sections of land situated in Northwest Texas, containing 
610 acres each, belonged to the School Fund of the State of 
Texas, and was placed on the market for sale at $1.00 per 
acre to actual settlers, allowing an actual settler to purchase 
as much as four sections on forty years’ time, requiring the 
actual settler to pay one-fortieth of purchase money as first 
payment, and the balance of the purchase money, bearing 
3 per cent interest, said interest and one-fortieth of the 


remaining unpaid principal due and payable on the first 
day of November in each and every year until said land is 
finally paid for, and requiring said actual settler to reside 
on said land purchased for the term of three years and to 
place on his home section $300.00 worth of impi’ovements. 
Said land can be patented any time after the three years’ 
occupancy. 

All of these lands in Northwest Texas have been bought 
by actual settlers, but the lai'ger portion of them can be 
purchased from the actual settlers for from 40c. to $1.00 per 
acre, and the purchaser to assume and pay the State of 
Texas what amount is due on the land, and to live out on 
the land the balance of the unexpired term of three years, 
and the other alternate sections of land belong principally 
to railroad companies, which can be purchased on reason¬ 
able terms at from $1.25 to $2.00 per acre—which certainly 
gives men of limited means a fair chance to obtain homes. 

The soil of this County is of two kinds : One a choco¬ 
late loam, which is covered with a fine and luxuriant 
growth of grass, and has every indication, had it the 
opportunity, of being fine farming land. The other kind of 
laud is what is called a sandy loam, the sand is from ten to 
fifteen inches deep, resting on a clay foundation, which is 
considered to be the most productive, especially for fruits 
and vegetables. 

We are reliably informed from the information ob¬ 
tained by some of the few settlers here, who are principally 
stockmen, that fruits aud vegetables of all kinds grow well 
here in this country, and fruit especially has a delicious 






























flavor, and where the proper attention and cultivation is 
rriven there is no doubt to be entertained in the successful 
raising of fruits aud vegetables. 

There has been scarcely any farming done in this 
country as yet, but there has been enough done to convince 
those who tried it that there need be no doubt entertained, 
but that all kinds of food for stock, such as Milo, Maize, 
Kafir Corn and Sorghum can be successfully raised here in 
an abundance, and there have been a few instances where 
it has been tried. That Corn, Wheat, Oats and Millet 
have done reasonably well here, and it is a reasonable con¬ 
clusion that when the proper cultivation is given that fair, 
average crops of all kinds can be raised here. 

The objection is raised to this portion of Texas as to 
water and fuel. 

Now, as to water, there are bored wells from 
20 to 300 feet deep, run with wind-mills, upon an 
average of every four miles distance apart in this portion 
of the State, each well furnishes an unlimited supply of 
the very best kind of water, aud any one is at liberty to 
help himself to all the water he needs until he gets able to 
supply himself with water, and water-tanks can be made 
here the same as iu all other countries, and cisterns can be 
made here cheap just by digging a hole in the earth, the 
dimensions you desire, and cementing it, no necessity of 
walling with brick or stone. 

As to fuel, there can be the very best kind of coal 
obtained here for from $5.00 to $6.00 per ton, and there 
will always be a sufficient amount of coal on hand, for it is 
only from 100 to 200 miles by rail from this portion of 
Northwest Texas to the coal mines of New Mexico and 
Colorado. 

And in the event of one not being able to buy coal for 
fuel there are other honest meaus of procuring a sufficient 
amount of fuel that answers every purpose, to-wit: What 
is known in this country by the name of cow chips, which 
was the principal fuel used here by the few first settlers of 
this country before they had any railroad facilities, aud 
when this country is settled up it won’t be long before a 
large amount of fuel will be grown, for it is an evident fact, 
by those who have tried, that trees of most all kinds, 
when planted and cultivated for the first year, grow and 
do well. 

Aud the land is susceptible of cultivation just as soon 
as you move on to it. There is no timber of any descrip¬ 
tion on it, and no rocks, nor any obstruction whatever in 
the way. You don’t have to go to the expense of from 
$3,011 to $12.00 per acre to put the land in a state of cultiva¬ 
tion like you have to in most other parts of Texas. 

It is a known fact here, that watermelons have been 
found growing wild out in the open prairie here in this 
western portiou of Texas without any cultivation, weighing 


from 40 to 50 pounds. Of course, the seed of these melons 
had been di'opped by some one unknown, and they volun¬ 
tarily grew and matured. There are living witnesses who 
will make affidavit to this fact. 

And there is no questioning the fact, that to combine 
stock raising with farming will be a sure and successful 
business in this part of Texas. 

This is said to be a dry and drouthy country, but there 
has been sufficient rain here this year to have raised 
fair crops, aud there are a few samples where crops were 
just plowed in, and never cultivated, that look well and 
promise a fruitful yield. 

And again, history only repeats itself, all new coun¬ 
tries at the first settling are more or less drouthy and be¬ 
come seasonable as soon as the country is settled, and this 
country can’t be an exception—it, like all others, will be 
seasonable when it is settled, and the present indications 
are that it will soon be settled. And we have every assur¬ 
ance to cause us to make the prediction that in the near 
future this country will be settled up with small stock 
farms, and also with farmers without much stock, for the 
drift aud tendency of the sentiment of the people is in that 
direction now. 

There is no part of Texas that has finer grass than this 
Northwest Texas has, and stock of all kinds do well, keep 
fat and grow large, and are free from all diseases and com¬ 
mand the best prices. 

The soil of Northwest Texas being rich aud fertile, aud 
a healthy climate, the altitude being on an average of 4000 
feet, and a continual gentle breeze during the summer 
months and not extremely cold during the winter. A 
healthy and invigorating climate both winter and summer 
to live iu. 

Aud now is certainly the time while the present oppor¬ 
tunity is available for one to procure them a home while 
land is cheap. There are yet opportunities for men of 
large means in this northwestern portion of the State who 
desire to buy large tracts of land for ranch purposes, and 
these lands can be purchased at reasonable figures, but we 
predict that this opportunity is limited, and parties who 
don’t avail themselves of the present opportunities will 
sleep on their rights and privileges. 

Now, as to the near future city of Northwest Texas, 
the City of Dalhart, situated in Dallam County. It is 
located at the junction of the two great railway systems, 
The Fort Worth and Denver City and The Chicago, Rock 
Island aud Mexico; which latter railway is being extended 
to El Paso, Texas. This city is a passenger and freight 
division point on the Rock Island, from which 400 miles of 
railroad will be operated. The great Rock Island Railway 
will maintain their general offices, repair shops, round 
houses, etc., in this city. 







Hundreds of trainmen and mechanics will have their 
homes, together with their families, those who have fami¬ 
lies, in the city. 

The monthly payroll of the Rock Island Railway will 
be about $50,000 here. 

This city is only a few months old, and has now a 
population of several hundred people. It is being im¬ 
proved steadily with substantial buildings and being 
settled with a spirited and good class of people. 

The altitude of this young and thriving city is 4000 
feet, and there is a delightful breeze both day and night, 
and is one of the most agreeable climates to live in in the 
United States, and this city bids fair to equal, if not excel 
Colorado Springs as both a pleasure and health resort. 
The winter here is not near as cold as in Colorado. 

This city is supplied with an unlimited supply of fine, 
pure water obtained by several bored wells conveniently fur¬ 
nished to residents by a system of waterworks. The water¬ 
works system is supplied from only one well at present, 
which well will furnish all water necessary until the city 
increases past 2000 population, then the assistance of 
another well will be used. 

There are splendid opportunities here now in this city 
for most all kinds of legitimate business. 


We could say a great deal more of praiseworthy facts 
about the destined to be in the near future great city of Dal- 
hart, of Northwest Texas, and the prospective results of 
tilling and utilizing the soil of Dallam and adjoining 
counties in Northwest Texas, but we will refrain from say¬ 
ing more at the present, time and leave the subject for your 
deliberate consideration, believing that we have only stated 
facts as we honestly perceive them to be, and we trust that 
you may come out to this country and see for yourself and 
be convinced. 

You are invited to come and call on Manning & Blair, 
who have several hundred surveys of fine land and several 
hundred choice city lots for sale, at a bargain, who will 
be found at the St. Elmo Hotel, where they have their 
office, and they promise to give you all information in their 
power in squarely representing this country and substanti¬ 
ating these statements to you. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

W. L. MANNING 
and 

W. J. BLAIR. 

Dalhart, Texas 

Dalhart, Dallam Co., Texas, Sept. 12, 1901 



























